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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting Held on 3RD October 2016 at Ashdale 

 

Present: John Ward (Chair), Lynne Ward, Margaret Martin, Dorothy Gordon, 

                        Peter Aldous, Christina Brinded, Peter Brinded, Brian Hunter 

 

Apologies:     Allyson Barron, Lindsey Andrews, Steve Moore, Sheila Hunter 

 

Dorothy Gordon, our new Treasurer, was welcomed to the meeting and everyone introduced 

themselves. 

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting.   These were agreed to be accurate. 

 

Matters Arising 

Margaret had received a phone message from Stephen George of Badger Building who said 

he had made a note to give Margaret a call as and when he thinks it right to remove the 

trees from Caldecott Road. 

John apologized that he did not circulate the newsletter from Tony Fokinder.  This will be 

deferred to AOB. 

 

Chair’s Report 

John said he was aware the focus of this meeting should be pre-planning for the meeting 

with Peter Ross and the Halloween Event but there are recent developments on the footpath 

closure which have to be reported.  John wrote to Persimmon Homes regarding our reaction 

to their communication and to confirm what the picture is.  Robert Slarke of Waveney Norse 

and Cllr Len Jacklin were copied in.  Simeon Nelson of Persimmon Homes replied briefly.  

They are still managing legal issues.  John has spoken to his neighbour, Richard Stone, who 

has been well-informed by Persimmon by e-mail.  Persimmon have told Mr Stone that things 

are still progressing.  At the request of Anglian Water, they have re-visited its historic record 

regarding unregistered land.  Simeon will chase them.  Simeon fears delays may mean work 

cannot start until Spring 2017.  John has expressed concern about this because of the 

nesting season.  We will have to take this as it comes, but may have to take action involving 

the community.  Mr Stone says there are two pipes running along underneath the footpath.  

He thinks there may not be room for three but water can be heard rushing underneath.  

There is too much water rushing through.  An alternative solution is a pump, which is 

expensive.  John has also written to Persimmon as a land-owner.  Mr Stone’s Ash tree has a 

preservation order on it.  John has told Persimmon we will go ahead with our pond dredging 

work in the winter as they have no start date and we hope their work will not get in the way 

of this.  Do we approach Essex & Suffolk Water to see if they can dig out the pond?  Peter A 

said Christina Robson of Essex & Suffolk Water thought Persimmon should be asked first.  

John said as Persimmon are being slow in responding, we should contact Christina Robson.  

Mr Stone feels that the BMCA are not keeping him in the loop.  John told him about our web-

site.  Margaret said he does not get newsletters because his membership is lapsed.  Mr 

Stone has not got a key to the large gate.  As he needs access to his land via this gate, John 

said he sees no reason why we should not get one cut.  This was agreed.  John said he 

thinks Mr Stone will agree to be on the Emergency Services List.  Regarding legal advice, 

John phoned Norton Peskett who can give free advice, depending on what is needed. 
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Encroachment Update 

John wrote to the Land Registry and is awaiting their reply.  Brian will continue to advise.  

John thinks a meeting with Chris Green of Planning should still take place.  Christina thinks 

we should seek support from Suffolk Wildlife Trust.  Brian will contact Chris Green.  Peter A 

asked if he can remove the land barricades which have gone up.  We agreed to defer this 

question until after the meeting with Chris Green.  Lynne will consult Cllr Jane Murray. 

 

Wildflower Seeds 

John has ordered the Wildflower seeds (Special Meadow Mix) + a small amount of Yellow 

Rattle and Birds Foot Trefoil. Cost £56.  John apologized he forgot to ask for a discount.   

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Balance unchanged from last meeting.  £964-93 

A cheque for £56 was issued at the meeting to reimburse John who paid £56 for wildflowers 

on his credit card. 

Dorothy will contact the bank to ask for a form allowing signatories to be changed.  Margaret 

will complete the AGM minutes as soon as possible as this will be required as evidence of 

the change of Treasurer. 

The Co-op in Gresham Avenue is changing ownership so unfortunately this cuts off a source 

of possible future funding from their Local Community Fund.  Margaret saw a notice which 

mentioned a Persimmon Community Fund.  She will investigate. 

 

Project Managers Report                                     

Activity – Recently. 
This last 3 weeks – only 3 weeks have elapsed since our last committee meeting, and 2 of 
those weeks I was away. The week I was here we spent all morning raking Sunhenge, the 
Dell, and the Lower meadow in preparation for the wildflower areas to be dug. This digging 
was actioned whilst I was away.  However the team didn’t progress as much as I would have 
expected, therefore some more digging is required. After that it just remains for the 
wildflower seeds to be sown for we had our second meadow cut last week, and the tractor 
will not now disrupt any of the process 
Peter Ross meeting – I have prepared an itemized list of equipment, requirements, and 
tasks in preparation with our meeting with Peter in two weeks’ time. 
Update on the eastern pathway – Clearly with all the efforts going into raking the cut grass 
off the meadows, and the opening up of areas on the meadows that will soon be planted with 
wildflowers, then that has meant that we have not made further progress since our 
mammoth skip filling. I did walk through there last Thursday, and it is clear that we must 
open up areas to provide sunlight. This will mean coppicing, and felling of sycamores. We 
will use their trunks to line the sides of the soon to be laid pathways. In the areas that we 
have opened up, they will provide an excellent growing area for some of Lindsey’s 400 plus 
saplings 
7 weeks of key tasks - 
Oct 4   Rake Sunhenge 
Oct 11 Rake Dell & lower meadow 
Oct 18 Further open up the wildflower patches, and include the Dell. 
Oct 25 Sow Wildflower seeds Sunhenge/Dell 
Nov 1  Continue with pathway through the Eastern Woods. 
Nov. 8  PA Away – Working Party to be set tasks 
Nov. 15 PA Away- Working party to be set tasks 
Forthcoming Holiday – I am away on the following Tuesdays – November 8th & 15th 
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Meeting with Suffolk Norse 
Lindsey and Steve were not able to attend this meeting due to a domestic emergency so we 
had to pre-plan for the meeting with Peter Ross, Countryside Officer of Suffolk Norse, 
without Lindsey’s guidance.  The meeting was confirmed for 7.15 pm for 7.30 pm on Monday 
17th October at Ashdale.  Margaret to e-mail Lindsey to ask Peter to come at 8.00 pm.  This 
will allow us time to finally confirm what support we will ask for.  We know Peter R has a 
budget but not sure how far it will stretch. Peter A has a “wish-list” which he will e-mail out for 
approval and/or any other suggestions.  On his list is Gates at the Hall Road entrance, 
Equipment, Signage, Information Boards, use of Suffolk Norse Working Party to possibly 
plant saplings or work on ponds once we have agreed what we are going to do with them.  
The two small ponds are silted up.  Nothing is living in them and we spend time in pulling 
wood and rubbish out.  John said frogs were living there last year.  Christina thinks we 
should try to save the bigger of the two small ponds. Another suggestion was that if we 
remove the two small ponds we could make a better and bigger main pond.   We could have 
a pond-dipping platform on the big pond but we should have another pond which is not for 
dipping.  Any frog spawn should be removed, but we do not think frogs are currently there.  
Do we need Waveney District Council’s permission for pond-dipping and similar activities?  
Could we create a boggy area from the two small ponds?  We discussed if Ragwort should 
be planted.  It is a major supplier of habitat for the cinnabar moth caterpillar. We agreed John 
will order Ragwort.  Bio-Toilet.  John will contact Waveney District Council for their views on 
this.  (He will start with Richard Hackney, Operations Manager of Waveney Norse). 
 
Halloween Event 
It was previously agreed this was to be held on Sunday 30th October between 3.00 – 6.00 
pm.  It was difficult to plan in Lindsey’s absence as none of us has experience of organising 
this kind of event.   Margaret will liaise with Lindsey to ask what she would like us to do. 
 
Website 
John has not had a chance to up-date the website.  He has been given information and will 
check this with Peter A.  Lindsey has started a crowd-funding website.  Lynne has shared 
this on Facebook. 
 
AOB 
Newsletter.  John has replied to Tony Fokinder.  He will forward Tony’s ideas by e-mail.  We 
think this is the format we would like to use.  Can we seek out advertisers? 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
Extra Meeting with Peter Ross of Suffolk Norse 7.00 pm for 7.15 pm Monday 17th October at 
Ashdale. 
(Note: We were informed after the meeting that Peter Ross will need to arrive at 7.15 pm) 
 
Committee Meeting will be held at 7.30 pm on Monday 28th November at Ashdale. 
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